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years. These sincerely believed that I was going to ruin myself, and
that I would be a disgrace to my family by going to England. Others,
however, set up their opposition simply from malice. They had seen
some of the barristers who derived fabulous incomes, and they were
afraid that I might do the same. Some, again, there were, who
thought that I was too young—I am now about twenty-two—or that
I should not be able to bear the climate. To cut the matter short, no
two persons supported or opposed my coming on the same grounds."
How did you set about carrying out your intention? Just tell me
what were your difficulties, and how you overcame them?
"Even to try to tell you the story of my difficulties would fill up the
whole of your valuable paper. It is a tale of misery and woe. The
difficulties may well be likened to the head of Ravana—the giant of
the second great Hindu epic Ramayana, whom Rama the hero
fought, and ultimately defeated—which were many, and which were
no sooner chopped off than replaced. They may be divided chiefly
under four heads, namely, money, consent of my elders, separation
from relations, and caste restrictions.
"First, then, as to money. Though my father was the prime minister
of more than one native state, he never hoarded money. He spent all
that he earned in charity and the education and the marriages of his
children, so we were practically left without much cash. He left some
property, and that was all. When asked why he did not collect money
and set it aside for his children, he used to say that his children repre-
sented his wealth, and if he hoarded much money he would spoil
them. So, then, money was no small difficulty in my way. I tried for
some state scholarship but failed. At one place I was asked to prove
my worth by graduating and then expect it. Experience teaches me
that the gentleman who said so was right. Nothing daunted I request-
ed my eldest brother to devote all the money that was left to my
education in England.
"Here I cannot help digressing to explain the family system that
prevails in India. There, unlike as in England, the children always,
if male, and until marriage, if female, live with their parents. What
they earn goes to the father, and so also what they lose is a loss to the
father. Of course even the male children do separate under
exceptional circumstances, in the case of a great quarrel. But these
are the exceptions. In the legal language of Mayne 'Individual pro-
perty is the rule in the West. Corporate property is the rule in the

